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Last Friday, Sonam Wangchuk was detained under
the National Security Act (NSA) after being accused of
:instigating the protests demanding statehood for Ladakh,
:which turned violent, leading to four deaths in police firing
min Leh on September 24. The NSA empowers
: governments to act pre-emptively against individuals seen
:as a threat to public order or national security.And yet,
mas recently as last year, key offices of the Government
:were reaching out to the acclaimed education reformer,
= climate activist and technology innovator for guidance —
afrom topics as diverse as water conservation, clean
:energy, tourism and even pashmina.Official records show
= Wanghuk was also the Centre’s go-to man to headline
'its flagship events in Ladakh, such as Azadi Ka Amrit
IMahotsav celebrations and World Heritage Week.So
.much so, that in April 2022, BJP’s national general
_secretary Vinod Tawde, then Education minister of
= Maharashtra, publicly thanked Wangchuk for “working
:together towards betterment of our Nation, specially
'welfare of our students”. Wangchuk was a member of
-the Maharashtra International Education Board from 2018
_when he was appointed by the Devendra Fadnavis
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government. Whlle Wangchuk s recent visit to Islamabad
was cited by Ladakh DGP Dr SD Singh Jamwal to justify
“a big question mark” on the activist’s “credibility,” he was
not the only Indian expert to attend the Breathe Pakistan
climate event organised by the Dawn group in
February.Harjeet Singh, founding director of Noida-based
Satat Sampada Climate Foundation, was the other Indian
delegate at the two-day event. Among the others who
attended were World Bank’s global director for climate
change Valerie Hickey; UNEP’s senior regional advisor
Aban Marker Kabraji; and, UNICEF South Asia Climate
Change and Energy Advisor and Carbon Finance Specialist
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Now a security ‘threat’, Sonam Wangchuk

Rakshya R Thapa, among others.Sunita Narain,
environmentalist and director general of Centre form=
Science and Environment (CSE), was also among the:
Indian invitees but could not make it due to “health:
issues.” Two Indian journalists attended the event asm
media delegates.When contacted, Harjeet Singh said"
“As an energy expert, | attend events across the world.®
In February, | took part in a discussion on just transmon-
and climate resilience in Islamabad.” Narain declined to_
comment.Wangchuk has also been accused ofm=
“sabotaging and vitiating the process” of granting Schedule:
VI status for Ladakh. However, in December 2019, then®
Union Tribal Affairs minister Arjun Munda hadm=s
acknowledged Wangchuk's fight for Ladakh’s Scheduled 5
Area status.In a letter dated December 24, 2019, Munda:
wrote to Wanghchuk: “l appreciate your concerns on the s
need to preserve the identity and culture of the people:
residing in the UT, including the grant of Scheduled Area =
status. | would like to inform you that my Ministry... has:
already communicated a proposal to the Ministry of Home =
Affairs to consider (the) declaration of the UT of Ladakh L]

as a Schedule Vl area.” -
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